
NO POSSIBLE EXCUSE
FOR SLUMS IN CITY

Declaration Made by Senator
Works in Discussing Conditions

in Washington.

PRESENTS BILL IN SENATE
TO ABOLISH SNOW'S COURT

Initial Move in His Declared Program
for Beautifying and ImprovingNation's Capital.

"There can be no possible excuse for
Blums to remain in the National Capital.It is a shame to every American
citizen that they have been allowed
to exist at all," said Senator Works
of California in his separate report on

the fiscal relations of the District of
Columbia and the United States, submittedto Congress yesterday. SenatorWorks has made an investigation
of slum conditions here, and his reportdeals exhaustively with the situation.As a beginning of his proposed
remedy for conditions he has introducedin the Senate a bill directing the
District Commissioners to purchase or

condemn Snow's court, one of the worst
Blum spots in the city, according to
Senator Works, and to erect on this
square sanitary dwellings for poor
tenants.

Senator Discusses Conditions.
Discussing conditions here in his' report.Senator Works said:
"The American people want their

capital to be clean, decent, respectable
and healthful as well as beautiful on
t hn ftnf cirl<» Tf hoc fa 11 o n f?i r ho I ftW

this standard under a system of governmentwhere Congress can shift its
responsibility onto the District of Columbia.a spineless and irresponsible
municipal body. Under this system,
the slums, the redlight district, the saloonsand unwholesome and insanitary
conditions have been allowed to flourish.Crime, vice, corruption and death
have devastated portions of the city
that could and should have been protectedfrom such conditions.
"From time to time feeble and ineffectualefforts have been made through

Inadequate laws to remedy these evils.
The better class of people in the Districthave bone the best they could
with the insufficient weapons provided
them by Congress to ameliorate the
conditions and protect the poor people,
who suffer from them the most, but to
a discouraging degree it has been a

hopeless task. It is not wholly the
fault of the people of the District that
these conditions continue down to the
present day. Neither is it the fault of
the District's officers. The chief reason

fox; it Is that Congress has failed to enact;the laws and appropriate the money
Tietessarv to abate these crviner evils.
though often urged to do so.

Quotes President Roosevelt.
Senator Works quoted from a message

of President Roosevelt to the FiftyninthCongress, in which he urged that
Washington be made a model city. This
was followed by the appointment of
James Bronson Reynolds of New York
to investigate conditions here.. President.Ta.ft, he said, called attention
later to the report made by^Mr. Reynoldson the evil slum conditions existingin Washington.
Senator Works quoted from the reportson conditions here made by other

investigators and continued:
"The picture presented by the quotationsI have made is not overdrawn.

They do not disclose the whole truth.
J have not depended on such informationin reaching conclusions. I have
examined enough of these slums and
inspected enough of the dwellings locatedin them to speak of my own
knowledge. The conditions are unspeakablybad. One who witnesses
them for the first time is filled with a

profound sense of pity and commisserationfor the inmates, not unmixed
with a feeling of shame and resentmentthat a great nation like this, one
©f the richest and most powerful in
the world, and possessed of almost unlimitedresources, should allow such
conditions to exist in its Capital city.
"Washington is a city of striking and

abruaf contrasts. One may ride along
a wioe, well paved and attractive street
lined with beautiful, almost palatial,
homes, and turn frcm it upon an old.
worn-out, cobblestone or brick paved
street, lined with old. broken-down
houses, many of them dilapidated and
apparently unfit for human habitation.
From that one can turn into what are
politely called 'inhabited alleys,'
'courts.' 'places,' and find an appalling
condition of poverty, destitution and
degradation. All this within a distance
of two or three sauams. Some, of thous
alleys are blind alleys: that is to say,
there is but one means of ingress and
egress, and within is a labyrinth of
alleys covering the entire inside of a
square with a fringe of houses around
the outside, some of them little better
than those within, except that they are
easier of access.

Reduced to Degrading State.
"Within such a square you will find

the most degrading conditions. It is
8lmost beyond belief that human beingscan live under such conditions.
They have very Justly been called pestholes of crime and disease. And yet
the owners of the shacks and tumbledownand Insanitary houses are makingmore money out of the rent of
them than is being made by the ownersof first-class houses and business
flocks. The rents are exorbitantlyhigh. As an example, I visited one littleold brick shanty with two small
rooms up and two down stairs, withoutrunning water in the house, out of
repair, plaster off the walls, ill lighted
aind poorly ventilated. This house was
occupied by two families, each with
two rooms, for wbijh they paid $7 a
month each, or $14 for this little, dilapidated.insanitary house, that should
have been condemned and destroyed
tinder existing laws long since.
"There is but one effective remedy

lor this dreadful condition. The governmentshould condemn the whole
pquare as a sanitary measure and police
regulation, tear everything out of it,
root and branch; replat the ground,
construct upon it model sanitary houses,rent them to the poorer classes of
people who now Inhabit the slums, and
then supervise and inspect them, thus
compelling the tenants to keep them in
a sanitary condition inside as well as
out.

Money Well Spent.
"It will be said that all this will cost

« lot of money. Yes, it will, but it will
be money much better spent than are
o.intviii c»i.w ((111111/110 oj uyiiars mat
we are now throwing away for useless
and illegal purposes.
"The Agricultural Department Is

spending and wasting millions and millionsof dollars on useless experiments
and in work that should be done by the
states and cannot legitimately be done
by the national government. The publichealth service is spending millions
more in the states in violation of the
spirit of the Constitution. We are
upending hundreds of thousands of dollarsf»r the cure of hogs and cattle in
the states, often where the federal
authorities have no lawful right or
business to enter.
"We spend millions for agricultural

colleges apd vocational schools in the
states, a work that belongs to and
should be left to the states. We are
spending money lavishly, extravagantlyand paternally in the states. The
dividing lines between the states and
*he federal government are fast disappearingby the raid of states on the

fiational Treasury. The states are sellngtheir jurisdiction and their sovereigntyfor money. We are centralizingour government at an alarming
rate and to a degree that 1 am afraid
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few appreciate and for purely mercenaryand selfish reasons.

"Pork Barrel" Well Filled.
"The pork barrel is kept well filled.

We are spending millions of dollars
for public buildings In the states
that are not needed and for
the improvement of so-called rivers
and creeks that are of no public use.

Xo wonder the national Treasury is
bankrupt and the people are being
taxed to keep up these many illegitimateand useless expenditudes.
"But when an effort is made to clean

tip the National Capital that is within
the jurisdiction of the government, and
tor which it is directly responsible, the
purse strings are tightly drawn and the
cheeseparing begins. The half-and-half
system is appealed to as a reason and
excuse for economy. And if the half-and-
half system is adhered to it may just
as weil be conceded now. once for all,
that this necessary improvement cannot
be accomplished. The one-half of the
money necessary for the initial work can-
r.ot be raised by taxation. It would be
ruinous. And, so long as the government
liirliiu it«olf liahinH half.anrl.holf «va.
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half of the expenses, the conditions in
the capital will continue as they are now,
a disgrace and a reproach to the nation.
"These are conditions that should not

be allowed to exist for a day in anycityin a civilized country, much less
in the capital of a great nation like
ours. But, it Will be asked, what is
the remedy? The remedy is simple and
easy, but expensive. The government
should take the matter vigorously in
hand. As I have said, it should condemnand clean out these alleys at
whatever cost.

Should Provide Other Homes.
"But it should not stop when it has

turned these poor people out of their
homes, however poor and insanitary
they are. It should provide other homes
for them at reasonable rents to be underthe inspection and control of the
government. This could be done as a
matter of public safety and a sanitary
measure. This duty of providing homes
for the poor and* incompetent within
the capital should not be left to privateenterprises seeking profits. Neitherthe cost nor the responsibility should
be divided with anybody.
"To assess the damages resulting
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from such sanitary improvements to
private owners of property is entirely
unreasonable and wholly unjust. Our
civic pride as well as our sense of
justice should impel us to act in this
matter promptly and effectively. It
has been done in other countries.
It can and should be done in this countrywithin its capital over which it
has exclusive control.
"If Congress will abolish the 'local

authority' here known as the District
of Columbia, which is a mere incumbrance,and the half-and-half system,
and deal with this awful condition directlyand with a free hand, the conditionscan be eliminated from the life
of the capital, as they should be. *

President Considering Invitation.
President Wilson probably will go to

Springfield, 111., February 12, to attend
a celebration of Lincoln's birthday.
The invitation was extended several
weeks p.go by Gov. Dunne of Illinois.
The President is trying to arrange
other engagements so he can accept,
and if he goes he will deliver an address.

WSJ. SLOANE
Kew York - WASHINGTON - San Francisco
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REMOVAL
on or about March 1st, to

1508H Street N.W.
(Opposite the Hotel Shoreham)
The new store will occupy

the entire building and will
therefore provide the facilitiesrequired by the firm's
rapidly increasing business.

1412-14 H Street N.W.
Telephone Main: 4009 A 5733.
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